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Dear friends and supporters of Connect Bude,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to send this message. I’'m sorry not to be with you in
person, but | want everyone here to know how strongly | support the campaign to see Bude properly
connected once again.

We all know that Bude and the wider North Cornwall area have been left behind for too long when it
comes to transport and infrastructure. It’s a barrier to opportunity, to growth, and access to basic
services. That's why I've been pressing the case for ending the connectivity desert in North Cornwall,
both in Parliament and in the media.

In recent months, I've raised the issue directly with Ministers, through written questions [To ask the
Secretary of State for Transport, what assessment her Department has made of the adequacy of rural

transport infrastructure in North Cornwall constituency.] and in debates in the House of Commons.

I've spoken about the lack of investment in our transport links [Business of the House - 3rd July], and

I've also submitted two more recent questions to the Secretary of State for Transport:

e To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, if her Department will make an impact
assessment of the lack of rail connectivity in the North Cornwall constituency, which does not
have a single main line railway station.

e To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, if her Department will make an impact
assessment of extending the Dartmoor Railway Line into North Cornwall, to towns such as (a)
Launceston, and (b) Bude.

I've also made the case publicly on BBC Politics Southwest, where | said that North Cornwall deserves
better connectivity and without it our regional growth and local economy will suffer.

I’'m proud to see the work Connect Bude continues to bring to this issue. I'm also encouraged by the
partnerships now forming with Connect Launceston, that will only strengthen our case that North
Cornwall deserves better.

I'll continue to support these conversations and to press for practical progress.
With best wishes / Gans gorhemynadow a'n gwella,

Ben
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